INTRODUCTION
There appears to be some controversy as to the reproductive pattern of the members of the Gamelidae family. The Bactrian camel (Camelus bactrianus L.) is described as polyoestrous, having cycles all the year round with the usual interval between heats varying from 10 to 20 days and the duration of heat from 1 to 7 days (Asdell, 1964) . Shalash & Nawito (1964) , on the other hand, observed, in material collected from a slaughterhouse, that corpora lutea (cl) in the one-humped camel (C. dromedarius L.) were present only in pregnant females and those with a patent os uteri, and suggested that ovulation in this species probably depends on some afferent stimulus such as copulation.
In the alpaca (Lama pacos), San-Martin, Copaira, Zuñiga, Rodreguez, Bustinza & Acosta (1968) (1968) who reported more frequent ovulation of the left ovary, although their differences were not statisti¬ cally significant. Mature follicles were similarly distributed in both ovaries in those animals in which ovulations did not occur. Of fifty-nine such females, thirty-two had at least one large follicle (more than 7 mm in diameter) on the left ovary, twenty-three on the right and two on both ovaries. In two females, both ovaries showed only small follicles less than 3 mm in diameter. Yet both showed behavioural oestrus.
Analysis of the data of females of Groups 7 and 8 mated to intact males shows that even though the activity of both ovaries in terms of total number of ovu¬ lations was similar, the fertilization rate of ova coming from the right and left ovaries was somewhat different. All twenty-one ova recovered from the left ovary were dividing and presumably fertilized, whereas only 81% of ova (seventeen out of twenty-one) recovered from the right side were dividing. Chi square analysis, based on recovered ova only, showed a significant differ¬ ence between both ovaries ( 2 = 4-4, <0-05), though the fact that more of the ova originating from the left ovary were lost (four from left : one from right) and the possibility that some of them might also have been non-dividing should be considered in evaluating this result.
Diameter of corpora lutea
The diameters of ninety cl associated with dividing, non-dividing and unrecovered eggs from both ovaries were recorded 3 days after service or gonado¬ trophin injection. Since ovulation has been reported to occur about 26 hr after service or 24 hr after hcg injection (San-Martin et al., 1968) 
